
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
ONE MONTH OF SWEP LIMPOPO! 

 
Week 4 of the 2022 SWEP Limpopo survey 
has dawned, and they are picking up 
momentum at an alarming rate! 
 
At this point there are two SWEP teams 
based in Vaalwater, two teams in 
Lephalale, one team in Phalaborwa and 
one team in Louis Trichardt area. Since 28 
January they have conducted 75 surveys 
on farms in these areas. 

In total (including the surveys done last 
year in Limpopo) they have visited 100 
farms representative of more than 400 
000 hectares just in Limpopo. 
 
Since the beginning of the SWEP survey in 
February 2021, over 300 landowners were 
interviewed, providing much needed 
accurate data to ensure that better 
policies are made for the wildlife industry. 
 
We once again urge all Limpopo mixed 
and game farmers to participate in this 
survey by completing the form by 

following the link: https://form.jotform.com/wildliferanchingsouthafrica/swep-limpopo 
 
Or alternatively, please contact Ankie Stroebel (members@wrsa.co.za) (012 335 9664 / 082 441 
1822),  or Karlin Muller (k.muller@sanbi.org.za) (074 529 9983) so they can arrange for a team to 
meet with you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HAVE A LOOK AT THE SWEP LANDBOUWEEKBLAD VIDEO: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAFPyUh8lBA 

https://form.jotform.com/wildliferanchingsouthafrica/swep-limpopo
mailto:members@wrsa.co.za
mailto:k.muller@sanbi.org.za
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FAFPyUh8lBA


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRSA also wishes to congratulate Matthew Child on his promotion to Deputy Director: Biodiversity 
Economy Projects at the South African National Biodiversity Institute. It is an honour and privilege to 
work with you! 

WRSA FOUNDATION’S BIG NEWS IS OUT 

 

Saturday, 19 February 2022 at Castle 
de Wildt, Modimolle was a milestone 
day in the history of the WRSA 
Foundation.  

Despite the rain more than 300 people 
attended the Appel and Ruhan show 
where the big announcement was 
made just before their show started. 
Charl du Toit, one of the Founding 
Directors of the WRSA Foundation 
made the announcement that Willem 
Strauss, President of the Vodacom 
Blue Bulls Rugby Union, is the 
ambassador of the WRSA 
Foundation. 

We are proud to have him on board as 
our ambassador and are looking 
forward to making a meaningful 
difference and changing the lives of 
those in need. 

In Willem’s words, ‘’Both the Blue 
Bulls and the WRSA Foundation share 
the same values.” 

A very special word of thanks to Castle de Wildt and Gys Pitzer Motoring for the wonderful and 
generous opportunity to make our announcement during the events of the day. With partners like 
these, heart and hand can really meet! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a look at the video of the announcement at https://youtu.be/PeWRiy1P9-Y 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ANIMAL HEALTH COLUMN 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The good rains that have fallen over most of the country this La Nina year are of course very welcome. 
Our dams are full, the pastures long and verdant green – a joy! Our animals have sufficient feed and 
water and generally are in a great condition. 

Unfortunately, so are the parasites. They, both helminths (worms such as the wireworm) and ticks, 
also thrive in the hot, wet conditions. Currently (summer and going on into autumn) the adult Brown 
ear tick (Rhipicephalus appendiculatus) is at its peak causing damage to the ears of our antelope, 
especially eland and kudu in the north and east of the country. They also feed as adult ticks during the 
summer on nyala and waterbuck. The ears of buffalo, too, will be covered and bloody, often tackled 

https://youtu.be/PeWRiy1P9-Y


secondarily by blowfly maggots. The ears can be destroyed. Animals can lose condition as a result and 
even die. 

These ticks transmit East Coast fever (luckily eradicated in 1950s from SA) as well as Corridor disease, 
benign bovine theileriosis, and Tick bite fever (Rickettsia conori) to humans. 

To control these parasites and the awful impact they have on our game and domestic livestock we 
need to consider their biology (see seasonality in figure below). Note that the immature ticks, larvae 
and nymphae are at their peak abundance during winter. These small immatures feed on the same 
hosts but also smaller antelope and scrub hares usually on the head and dewlap. It is hence important 
that during the winter one continues tick control measure (including on small game) even though one 
cannot see the small immature ticks. 

Measures one can use are of course, Duncan applicators, Oom Gielies se dipbak (both of which have 
the disadvantage of zero control over: dose size or the frequency of application). One can invest in 
Tick-off applicators which at least apply the correct dose. These means of application are particularly 
important during the winter to control the immature ticks and prevent the huge build-up of adults in 
the summer. The best method of control of the damage caused by the adult ticks is to treat the tick 
taxis (those animals heavily affected with adult ticks in their ears) with Afrivet Acaricidal Paint Balls as 
these can be targeted at the head and neck, deliver the correct dose, when needed, to the specific 
animals needing treatment. The message: to avoid these horrible events as per the photos below, 
winter prevention treatment is important. Doing this controls/reduces the number of the immature 
ticks where possible in the winter and hence flattens the peak of adults in the summer. 

 

Click on these links to the NAHF website for more information: 

https://nahf.co.za/disease-reports-updated-2021-2/ 

https://nahf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfebdfc19c30bac689ddd0def&id=08fe1977be&e=614a0f321d


https://nahf.co.za/media-statement-vaccination-to-control-the-outbreak-of-foot-and-mouth-
disease-in-kwa-zulu-natal-2022-03-02/ 

https://nahf.co.za/asf-update-28-february-2022/ 

https://nahf.co.za/staatskoerant-publikasies-fooi-vir-brandmerke-voorgestelde-varkpes-bestuur-
strategie/ 

ELEPHANT, BLACK RHINO, AND LEOPARD QUOTAS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Animal Quota allocated 
Leopard 10 
Black Rhino 10 
Elephant 150 

 

MEDIA STATEMENT: HUNTING AND EXPORT QUOTAS FOR ELEPHANT, BLACK RHINO AND LEOPARD 
ALLOCATED FOR 2022 - 25 FEBRUARY 2022  

Forestry, Fisheries and the Environment Minister, Ms Barbara Creecy, has confirmed the quotas for 
the trophy hunting of black rhino, leopard, and elephant in South Africa for 2022. 

The 2022 quotas for the hunting and export of trophies from these three species is a deferral of the 
2021 allocation, which was determined after the end of the hunting season.  The deferral grants 
stakeholders the opportunity to make use of the 2021 quota in 2022.  

Consultation for the 2023 quota will take place during this year. 

The quota for leopard has been set at 10 animals and is informed by robust data generated through a 
sophisticated national leopard monitoring programme. Leopard hunts will only be allowed in areas 
where leopard populations are stable or increasing, and only male leopards seven (7) years of age or 
older may be hunted. Implementing a strict seven-year age minimum for trophy leopards dramatically 
reduces the risk of overharvesting. 

A total of 10 black rhino may be hunted, and 150 elephants. Only adult male black rhinos will be 
hunted, and only on conservation management grounds in accordance with a set of strict criteria to 
ensure that demographic and/or genetic conservation is enhanced (as stipulated in the black 
rhinoceros Biodiversity Management Plan). The quota for black rhino is based on the national 
population estimates for black rhino per subspecies, all three of which show an increasing trend at 
present. Only a very small portion of the overall elephant population is hunted in a year (less than 80 
elephant bulls, which is less than 0.3% of the total population). The national elephant herd shows an 
increasing trend and the quota of 150 is well within sustainable limits. 

The quotas will be published in a Notice in accordance with the Convention on International Trade in 
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) regulations and in terms of the National 
Environmental Management: Biodiversity Act (NEMBA). 

https://nahf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfebdfc19c30bac689ddd0def&id=7f647d75fc&e=614a0f321d
https://nahf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfebdfc19c30bac689ddd0def&id=7f647d75fc&e=614a0f321d
https://nahf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfebdfc19c30bac689ddd0def&id=4e0e56cb56&e=614a0f321d
https://nahf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfebdfc19c30bac689ddd0def&id=225bfa44db&e=614a0f321d
https://nahf.us2.list-manage.com/track/click?u=bfebdfc19c30bac689ddd0def&id=225bfa44db&e=614a0f321d


South Africa is one of many countries that implement a sustainable off-take of elephants, black rhino, 
and leopard. This is aligned with the best available scientific information on their conservation status 
and ensures that hunting of these animals does not have a negative impact on the wild populations of 
these species. Regulated and sustainable hunting is an important conservation tool in South Africa as 
it incentivizes the private sector and communities to conserve valuable wildlife species and to 
participate in wildlife-based land uses, ultimately contributing to the conservation of the country’s 
biodiversity. 

Income generated by trophy hunting is especially critical for marginalised and impoverished rural 
communities. 

Through the National Biodiversity Economy Strategy, opportunities are created for direct involvement 
of communities in conservation and the wildlife economy in rural areas to develop the full value chain 
of wildlife-based activities that create economies of scale in support of accelerated rural economic 
development and associated employment and poverty reduction opportunities. 

The hunting sector conservatively contributed R1.4 billion to the economy in 2019, excluding the 
economic contribution to tourism and all hunting and safari-related industries.  The income generated 
by the species fees totalled approximately R1.1 billion, of which approximately R208 million were 
derived from the trophy hunting of threatened or endangered species.  The biodiversity sector 
employed more than 418 000 people in 2019, which is comparable to mining.  

 It is a sector that is expected to continue to show economic and employment growth in the 
foreseeable future. 

These species are central to a vibrant international hunting industry, and hunting is a part of the South 
African heritage and culture. This is a sector that generates economic benefits as part of the South 
African rural economy. 

The Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), 
requires South Africa to establish hunting export quotas for the African Elephant, Black Rhino, and 
Leopard.  The quotas, which are subject to scientific scrutiny by the Scientific Authority and the public, 
are also communicated to provincial MECs for environment for implementation. 

South Africa’s allowable annual export quota established by the Parties to CITES is 150 Elephants, 150 
Leopards and 0.5% of the black rhino population. 

The breakdown of the quotas for 2022 are as follows: 

10 Leopard, allocated as follows 

(iii)  Seven male leopards for Limpopo Province; 

(ii)  One male leopard for KwaZulu-Natal Province; and 

(iii) Two male leopards for North-West Province. 

The Scientific Authority has recommended that leopards to be hunted must be seven years of age or 
older.  This is an additional safeguard to ensure that the off takes are ecologically sustainable. 

The norms and standards for the trophy hunting of leopards in South Africa are at the final stages of 
implementation and are expected to be published soon. 

150 Elephant 

As per the CITES annual African elephant export quota of 300 tusks from 150 animals for South Africa. 

10 Black Rhinoceros 

The quota is based on the cautious/conservative quota adopted by CITES in 2018 that aims to (1) 
promote the expansion of the species’ range in South Africa through incentivizing the keeping and 
protection of viable populations of black rhinoceroses and to (2) increase/maintain productive 
population growth rates through the offtake of surplus males.  



For media inquiries contact Albi Modise on 083 490 2871 

ISSUED BY THE DEPARTMENT OF FORESTRY, FISHERIES AND THE ENVIRONMENT  

EDITOR’S NOTE: 

South Africa supports the principle of responsible and sustainable use of natural resources. Research 
has found that trophy hunting creates economic incentives that promote conservation. Trophy 
hunting also provides a useful wildlife management tool and is used to remove (mostly) excess males 
from a population, while revenue is generated at the same time to cover the costs of conservation 
efforts. Because of this, the amount of land under wildlife has increased considerably in recent years. 

It should be noted that trophy hunting is one of the most strictly regulated activities in South Africa. 
It is regulated at international, national, and provincial level simultaneously. At international level, 
CITES provides a regulatory mechanism to ensure that international trade (in this case, the import/ 
export of hunting trophies) is not detrimental for the survival of a species. It is important to note that 
CITES does not prohibit the import/ export of hunting trophies of endangered or threatened species, 
although it may set strict provisions that need to be adhered to, e.g., export quotas. 

Most of the species that are hunted in South Africa, are protected in terms of national biodiversity 
legislation. Currently a permit is required for the hunting of any of these species, and for the export 
of the trophy. 

 

 

 

 

The Humane Society International (HIS) Africa is bringing an urgent court application to have our 
leopard, elephant and black 
rhino quotas halted and 
revoked. 

We need to organise ourselves 
to join the Department in 
DEFENDING this APPLICATION. 
We will need to PROVE that as it 
is OUR CURRENT PROCESS for 
the ALLOCATION of QUOTA IS 
EXTREMELY RESTRICTIVE and 
GUIDED BY SCIENCE.  

Losing our current small quota will be the final nail in the coffin of these species. If you want to 
contribute toward legal expenses, we urge you to please donate to the following bank account: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a look at the video of WRSA’S breaking news broadcast with Spiral video at: 
https://youtu.be/wOzm3trUuUE 

PREDATION MANAGEMENT SOUTH AFRICA (PMSA) NEWS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READ THEIR NEWSLETTER AT: 
PMSA_Nuusbrief_Februarie_2022.pdf (mcusercontent.com) 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://youtu.be/wOzm3trUuUE
https://mcusercontent.com/91282f4b693db762acce3f0fe/files/081d628d-372e-3c5e-2478-d9cb27a90bc7/PMSA_Nuusbrief_Februarie_2022.pdf


WILD CHATTER WITH SPIRAL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WRSA MEMBERS HONOURED WITH AWARDS 

WRSA MEMBER AWARDED PH OF THE YEAR  
Louis van Bergen, owner, outfitter, and chief professional hunter (PH) of Spiral Horn Safaris was 

awarded PH of the Year at the Houston Safari Club, in 
Houston Texas. Louis was introduced to wildlife 
ranching in the Limpopo Bushveld at a young age. He 
started Spiral Horn Safaris after gaining extensive 
experience in Big 5 Hunting in Zambia. Since he and 
his wife Carien, relocated to the ranch six years ago, 
they haven’t looked back. Their two boys are living 
the dream: hunting and fishing all year round! 

 

Louis is currently specialising in heartwater 
springbuck, golden gemsbuck, cape buffalo and sable 
to name a few species, and is looking into expanding 
the breeding side of the business. As international and 
local hunters are starting to realise that the South 
African wildlife industry is one of the best and most 
sustainable wildlife models out there, he is also 
looking into growing Spiral Horn Safaris both locally 
and internationally. 

 

In his own words, ‘’Winning Houston Safari Club Professional Hunter of the year Award, is a big 
honour, and I am very humbled to have received this award.’’  

 

NORTHWEST WILDLIFE TRADERS GOLF DAY SPECIAL AWARDS 

 

Northwest Wildlife Traders hosted their annual Golf 
Day on Friday, 4 February 2022. And true to 
tradition, it was an enjoyable event for all involved, 
players, sponsors, and caddies. 

They also announced the winners of their unique 
special awards at the event. 

The honour of ‘’Wildeboer’’ of the Year went to 
Marco Smit of Nhala Safaris. Marco is an exceptional 
dynamic young man involved in all areas of the 
wildlife industry. 

The award for ‘’Wilde’’ Personality of the Year went 
to Alwyn Peens for his devotion that knows no 
bounds. 

WRSA wishes to congratulate these members on 
their Northwest Wildlife Traders Awards. 

 

 

 



WRSA CONSERVATION KIDS  

ADOPT A SCHOOL CHALLENGE 
Education is not only a ladder of opportunity, but 
it is also an investment in our future.  

Our Environment. Our Responsibility. Our 
Future. 

Ankie Stroebel invites all RIG chairpersons to 
contact her at members@wrsa.co.za or 012 335 
9664 or 082 441 1822 for more information. 

The success of the first Conservation Kids Day 
held at Generaal Jacques Pienaar Primary School 
on 26 January 2022 is a clear indication of the 
huge need to educate our youth to understand 
environmental conservation. They are hungry for 
knowledge, and first-hand experience of South 
Africa’s diverse environment and how to use it 
responsibly.  

We hope that each WRSA RIG will take the step 
to get on the ladder of opportunity while we 
invest in our game, our environment, our 
responsibility, and our Future. 

 

 

 

WORLD PANGOLIN DAY 
World Pangolin Day aims to let the spotlight fall on this 
unique mammal with an extraordinarily long, sticky 
tongue! 
 
TAXONOMY AND STATUS 
The 9 species of pangolins belong to two 
genera, Manis and Smutsia in the family Manidae, which is 
the only family within the order Pholidota. Pangolins share 
similar characteristics with Xenarthrans (anteaters, 
armadillos, and sloths) and they share a mutual ancestor 
with the order Carnivora (cats, dogs, bears, etc.) from some 
37,3 million years ago. 
They are found in India, Indonesia, Philippines, Far East 
(from 22,8 million years ago), and in Africa (from 12,9 
million years ago) with four African species: 
White-bellied pangolin (Phataginus tricuspis) 
– Endangered 
Giant pangolin (Smutsia gigantea) – Endangered 
Ground pangolin in South Africa (Smutsia [or Manis] 
temminckii) – Vulnerable 
Black-bellied pangolin (Phataginus tetradactyla) 
– Vulnerable 
 
 

mailto:members@wrsa.co.za


PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS 
They vary in size from about 1.6kg to a maximum of 33kg, an average of 10kg. Pangolins are covered 
in tough keratin scales which overlaps like artichoke leaves, and they are insectivorous. The scales 

grow throughout life, the edges constantly filed down as 
pangolins dig burrow and tunnel through the soil in 
search of termites and ants. The belly and underside do 
not have scales and are covered with sparse fur. 
 
Their jaws lack teeth and they have amazingly long, 
muscular, and sticky tongues that are perfect for 
reaching and lapping up ants and termites in deep 
cavities. The tongue is attached near its pelvis and last 
pair of ribs, and when fully extended can reach half the 
length of the animal's head and body! They locate 
termite and ant nests with their strong sense of smell as 
they have very poor vision. 
 
Pangolins shuffle on all four limbs, balancing on the 
outer edges of their forefeet and tucking their foreclaws 
underneath as they walk. They can run surprisingly fast 

and will often rise on their hind limbs to sniff the air. 
 
HABITAT 
Pangolins are found in a variety of habitats including tropical and flooded forests, thick brush, cleared 
and cultivated areas, and savannah grassland, predominantly if an area has a large abundance of ants 
and termites, though the ground pangolin is strictly only a dry-land savanna mammal. 
 
They live mainly on a diet of ants and termites, supplemented with various other invertebrates 
including bee larvae, flies, worms, earthworms, and crickets. One adult pangolin can consume 70 
million insects per year contributing significantly to pest (insect) control in their ecosystem. They have 
special muscles that shut their nostrils and ears, protecting them from attacking insects. 
 
BEHAVIOUR 
Pangolins are solitary, nocturnal, and highly secretive animals making them difficult to be studied by 
scientists in the wild, and many mysteries remain about their behaviour and habits. The scales provide 
a good defence against predators and danger, they quickly curl into a ball, protecting the vulnerable 
undersides. They hiss and puff to deter predators and lash their sharp-edged tails. Pangolins are 
territorial, demarcating their territories by scent marking from urine, secretions from a special gland, 
and by scattering faeces.  
 
REPRODUCTION AND LIFESPAN 
Males are 10-50 percent heavier than females. Sexual maturity is reached at two years, and mostly a 
single offspring is born. At birth, the scales are soft and pale and begin to harden by the second day. 
The young are nursed for three to four months, though start eating termites and ants from one month. 
Infants will ride on the base of the mother’s tail whilst she roams. 
It is not known how long pangolins can live in the wild. Survival of the species is threatened by myths 
and beliefs of untrue medicinal value, by rural which doctors. 
 
References:  
Bothma J du P. 2019: The ground pangolin. Game & Hunt (Nov 2019):8-11.  
Skinner, JD. & Chimmimba, CT. 2005. The mammals of the southern African subregion. Cambridge 
University Press. p353-357. 
IUCN Red list https://www.iucnredlist.org/search?query=pangolin&searchType=species 
African Pangolin Working Group 2015 
 

WORLD WILDLIFE DAY 

The question today is if only the Governmental wildlife preservation model is recognised and applied 
in South Africa, would there be any wildlife left in 2030? 

https://www.iucnredlist.org/search?query=pangolin&searchType=species


Human conflict and politics since the 1990s burdened 
and restrained South African wildlife to the maximum. 
The current demise of the ecosystems and entire 
biodiversity of the Kruger National Park due to the 
temporal spatial elephant management philosophy is 
evidence of only one of ample examples throughout 
South Africa’s government protected areas. 

Ever-growing activist pressure for banning of hunting 
and animal use globally is driving highly protected 
threatened species to extinction. These activists have 
no understanding of the role incentivised consumptive 
wildlife use has in benefitting species and wildlife 
conservation.  Rhino horn need to be legally traded as 
an incentive for wildlife ranchers to breed and protect 
this species from extinction. 

Private interest in controlled hunting on private wildlife 
ranches with livestock management integrated with 
free-roaming wild game, has turned the hourglass 
around with increased wildlife growth from the 1950s 
to 1970s.  From the 1980s onwards, livestock theft 
escalated and the incentives for commercial private 
wildlife ranching and professional hunting increased.  Simultaneously, African human population 
escalated with growing poverty and food shortages, and animal poaching escalated to an all-time high 
around 2016 to 2018.  Commercial private wildlife business grew further since the early 2000s with 
an industry shift towards breeding pedigree wildlife animals and market traits (valued animals) for live 
sale trade.  Private wildlife ranching and the practise of Agro-sustainable biodiversity wildlife 
consumptive management and utilization resulted in the southern African large game populations 
having escalated to between 18 and 21 million head in number.  Private ranching wildlife populations 
were shown to be of better genetic integrity than those in government protected areas. 

Private wildlife ranching (not government) has saved the bontebok, black wildebeest, oribi, blue 
duiker, roan, and cheetah from extinction, and soon to come it will also save the rhino and probably 
the lion.   

The international Biodiversity bill, signed by South Africa in 1992, and enforced by government 
authorities, denied the positive conservation role and impact of the private Agro-sustainable wildlife 
ranching industry, resulting in severe pressure to both wildlife species and wildlife habitat and had 
detrimental effects on overall wildlife integrity and wildlife economics.   

There was a huge paradigm shift from a governmental wildlife preservation model to the present 
rewilded sustainable biodiversity wildlife management on agricultural land model. The proof is in the 
pudding so to speak as the sustainable biodiversity wildlife management model has proved 
significant enhancement and potential survival of most game species in southern Africa. 

The IUCN goals are to have 30% land surface area under biodiversity management by 2030 – It is 
estimated that SA has already reached this goal – IF PRIVATE WILDLIFE RANCHES was included or 
acknowledged by the South African Government.  

If we want to secure the survival of our wildlife species beyond 2030, we need to look at new wildlife 
economic models for South Africa which includes the private wildlife industry! 

WRSA and its members have engaged with all possible energy and effort to turn the carts at all levels.  
A proses which commenced in 2003 with the first government draft of the Alien Invasive Translocation 
Bill, and now in 2022, shows the 1st positive potential of collateral working together with government. 

 

 



 

AGRISKOOPS RADIO INTERVIEW 

 

 

Agriskoops aired an interview with WRSA Vice 
Chairman Colin Engelbrecht on 21 February 2022. 

If your time is limited, forward the sound clip to 01:20 
to listen to Colin getting the success story of our 
wildlife ranching model out there! 

Listen to the interview by  

https://newskoop.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/02/Agriskoops-5.mp3 

 

 

 

LAUNCH OF THE WRSA CROWN NATIONAL GAME MEAT ACADEMY 

 

WRSA and Crown National are launching their brand-new Game Meat Academy on 25 March 2022 at 
18:00 at Bona Bona in the Elephant venue. 

Come and enjoy a pleasant evening at Bona Bona by 
sampling delicious game ‘biltong’ soup and 
delicious canapes, complemented by a wine tasting 
session presented by Groote Post. 

Do not miss the opportunity to be part of this 
momentous occasion when WRSA and Crown 
National join hands promoting game meat. 
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RIG ACTIVITIES 

SOUTHERN CAPE RIG DAY 

The WRSA Southern Cape Regional Information Group 
(RIG) started the year with a very interesting 
information day at Lasarus Game Farm, Albertinia on 18 
February 2022. Approximately 100people attended the 
proceedings and the speakers did a very good job. 

Mike Bolhuis gave more information regarding farm 
security and the protection of animals and people on 
game ranches. Coral Birss (Cape Nature) spoke about 
biodiversity and Richard York (WRSA) introduced the 
new WRSA online system. Everybody participated in 
the very illuminating talks and left the ranch with new 
hope and information about the exciting developments 
at WRSA. 

The day was concluded with a delicious braai and social 
– so characteristic of Lasarus Game Farm’s hospitality.  

 

 

ZUURBERG RIG DAY 

 

Elbow bumps and smiles were 
overwhelming when WRSA members 
met for the first time this year at 
Africanos on 24 February.  

Paul Marais (Zuurberg RIG chairman) 
welcomed delegates and Melt 
Heyneke (vice-chairman) introduced 
Dave Peddie (Conservation Landscape 
Institute), the guest speaker for the 
evening. He explained that farmers 
cannot deny the effects of climate 
change and the increase of the human 

population. The Sunday’s River has catchments that are not functioning properly, and questions 
emerged on how to sustain its resources.  

Climate change is happening, and this area will only become hotter and drier therefore farmers need 
to look at ways to adapt to these changes. Some reserves and farms are simply too small. How do we 
create economic resilience?  

The Eastern Cape is known as a very diverse area with huge potential due to the seven biomes. The 
small and fenced game farms can fall into trouble considering biodiversity and water movement.   

To create these conservation landscapes, a small group of farmers must come together to create a 
conservation landscape. Dave mentioned that they have six different landscape areas in mind.  

Some of the requirements for these landscapes include: 



- Landscape 
- Expertise 
- Research and land use planning; and 
- Investment/capital  

 
Role players that need to be involved to achieve these 
landscapes include amongst others: 

- Academic institutions; 
- Private enterprises; 
- Rural communities; and 
- Global investors  

 
Conservation landscapes have environmental, 
economic, and financial benefits.  

Numerous conservation institutes will be involved 
with the funding of this process including – Rhodes 
University and Wildlife Welfare Forum SA.  

In depth research analysis is required to help make 
management decisions when removing fences. 
Fencing is the last step in creating the conservation 
landscape.  

The land use plan will have to be agreed upon by all 
entities. Each land section part of the landscape will 
require a unique management plan which needs to be 
agreed upon by all participants.  

Zuurberg RIG members were quite active during the question-and-answer session and a few valid 
points were made during the discussion.  

The evening was closed with a few beverages and an enjoyable dinner. 

WILD IN – WRSA’S OWN ‘’LEKKERSLAAP’’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WildInn is the first innovative accommodation booking platform tailored specifically for wildlife 
reserves/lodges/camps! 

WildInn is a completely FREE initiative with NO middleman and potential clientele contact you directly. 

This initiative is proudly brought to you by Wildlife Ranching South Africa (WRSA) in association with 
several other hunting organisations. WildInn is an online destination marketing platform aimed at 
specifically promoting our game ranchers.  



Being the obvious first choice for any accommodation business in the eco-tourism and wildlife sector, 
WildInn promotes your business to a network of over 65 000 potential tourists, local hunters, and 
hunting outfitters. 

This platform is accessible to the general public and more than 40 game ranchers have already listed 
their properties. 

To register your facilities on WildInn just go to: https://forms.gle/DHCRaobgKBADQNVE7 

Don’t stay behind, join Wildinn today and be IN on this fantastic initiative! 

IF YOU HAVE ALREADY REGISTERED, please check your mailbox for the information, otherwise email 
your pictures and information to: admin@wildlinn.co.za to list your destination. 

PROHIBITED FIREARMS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
Article compiled by Johan Martin: Specialist Attorney. Director at Martin & De Beer Incorporated, 
Bloemfontein, & consultant for the Legally Armed Franchise Group  
 
WE BEGIN A SERIES ON DIFFERENT ASPECTS OF THE FIREARMS CONTROL ACT WICH ARE THE MOST 
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS IN THE INDUSTRY  
 
Today we will deal with prohibited firearms & devices that are not firearms for purpose of the Act.  
 
Section 4 - Prohibited firearms  
(1) The following firearms and devices are prohibited firearms and may not be possessed or licensed 
in terms of this Act, except as provided for in sections 17, 18 (5), 19 and 20 (1) (b):  
(a) Any fully automatic firearm;  
(b) any gun, cannon, recoilless gun, mortar, light mortar, or launcher manufactured to fire a rocket, 
grenade, self-propelled grenade, bomb, or explosive device;  
(c) any frame, body, or barrel of such a fully automatic firearm, gun, cannon, recoilless gun, mortar, 
light mortar, or launcher;  
(d) any projectile or rocket manufactured to be discharged from a cannon, recoilless gun or mortar, 
or rocket launcher;  
(e) any imitation of any device contemplated in paragraph (a), (b), (c), or (d);  
(f) any firearm-  
(i) the mechanism of which has been altered so as to enable the discharging of more than one shot 
with a single depression of the trigger;  
(ii) the calibre of which has been altered without the written permission of the Registrar;  
(iii) the barrel length of which has been altered without the written permission of the Registrar;  
(iv) the serial number or any other identifying mark of which has been changed or removed without 
the written permission of the Registrar.  
 

https://forms.gle/DHCRaobgKBADQNVE7
mailto:admin@wildlinn.co.za


(2) For purposes of subsection (1) (f) (iii), the incidental alteration of the length of the barrel of a 
firearm by a gunsmith in the ordinary course of gunsmith's work which does not have as an objective 
the alteration of the length of the barrel of that firearm must not be regarded as an alteration as 
contemplated in that subsection.  
 
(3) (a) The Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, declare any other firearm of a specified type to be 
a prohibited firearm if it is-  
(i) in the interest of public safety; or  
(ii) desirable for the maintenance of law and order.  
(b) A notice contemplated in paragraph (a) must be tabled in Parliament at least 14 days before 
publication thereof if Parliament is then sitting, and if Parliament is not sitting, within seven days after 
the commencement of the next sitting.  
(c) A notice contemplated in paragraph (a) is of full force and effect until withdrawn by the Minister 
or by a resolution of Parliament.  
 
Section 5 - Devices not firearms for purposes of this Act  
(1) For purposes of this Act, the following devices are not regarded as firearms:  
(a) Any explosive powered tool manufactured specifically for use in industrial application, including 
line-throwing guns and impex-type building pistols;  
(b) any explosive powered tool manufactured to split rock or concrete by means of discharging an 
explosive cartridge;  
(c) any industrial tool manufactured for use in the mining and steel industry to remove refractory 
material;  
(d) any captive bolt gun manufactured for use in an abattoir in the humane killing of animals;  
(e) an antique firearm;  
(f) an airgun;  
(g) a tranquilliser firearm;  
(h) a paintball gun;  
(i) a flare gun;  
(j) a deactivated firearm; and  
(k) any other device which the Minister may, by notice in the Gazette, exempt.  

 

Please contact the author at johan@mdbinc.co.za or Bernu van den Heever at 
bernu@legallyarmed.co.za 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & WRSA FESTIVAL 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BIG PLANS ARE IN THE MAKING FOR SATURDAY, 21 MAY 2022 – SO KEEP WHATCHING THIS SPACE 
FOR MORE INFORMATION. 



 

 

WRSA NATIONAL GOLF DAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WRSA NATIONAL WILDLIFE RANCHER OF THE YEAR AND GALADINNER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

AUCTION DATES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

DATUM/DATE AUCTION/VEILING VENUE/PLEK AUCTIONEER/AFSLAER 
04/03/2022 Hanley Wildlife Servies Alldays Vleissentraal 
11/03/2022 Nylsvlei Game Traders Mookgopong Vleissentraal 
12/03/2022 Fidh Eagle Swartwater Vleissentraal 
12/03/2022 Signature Wildlife Auction Kwandwe, Grahamstown Wildswinkel 
12/03/2022 AWA Game Auction Live Boma Auction AWA 
14-17/03/2022 Stud Game Breeders Hunting & 

Breeding 
Silent Auction Wildswinkel 

16/03/2022 Thabazimbi Wildlife Services Thabazimbi Skougrond CdP Online Auction Services 
19/03/2022 Hanley Wildlife Services Groblersdal Vleissentraal 
25/03/2022 Hanley Wildlife Services Alldays Vleissentraal 
26/03/2022 Bona Bona Game Breeders Live Online Auction Wildswinkel 
26/03/2022 Nylsvlei Game Traders Mookgopong  Vleissentraal 
26 /03/2022 AWA Game Auction Live Boma Auction AWA 

 

UNLOCK THE POTENTIAL OF YOUR BUSINESS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Be sure to grab this opportunity to advertise your business in the WRSA Newsletter. For more 
information have a look at the editorial calendar and unlock the potential of your business by 
booking your advertisement now! 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NkplE07RPZVLrdA2X7ZCsQotNwJcrgqN?usp=sharing 

 

ADVERTISEMENTS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1NkplE07RPZVLrdA2X7ZCsQotNwJcrgqN?usp=sharing


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the website at : Signature Wildlife – Legendary Genetics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Visit the website at Game Chef – Hunting | Recipes | Books 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
  
Visit the website at Afrivet Online 

 

 

 

https://legendarygenetics.com/
https://gamechef.co.za/
https://www.afrivet.co.za/home


 

 

 

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Visit GameServe’s website at:https://gamesurv.logix-intell.com/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

Visit Gys Pitzer Motoring’s website at: https://www.gyspitzermotors.co.za/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit the website at: Motsumi Darts 

https://gamesurv.logix-intell.com/
https://www.gyspitzermotors.co.za/
https://www.motsumidarts.com/

